
�e Church, Resurrection, Future �ings and �e Great Commission

�e Church
We believe the church is the spiritual body of Jesus Christ (its Founder, Head, and Shepherd) and that it 
encompasses all true believers at all times and places. �e function of the church is to carry out the Lord’s 
expressed will through the power of the Holy Spirit. One of the central purposes of the church is to preach 
the Gospel (in both word and life), the good news that humankind can find salvation from sin through faith 
in Jesus Christ. All people who have placed their faith (confident trust) in Jesus Christ for salvation belong to 
the church and are, thus, the people of God. �is community of believers is made up of people who are 
neither perfect nor sinless, but by grace their lives are coming more and more under the control of the Holy 
Spirit, expressing His love, joy, peace, and other Christ-like qualities. 

Resurrection
We believe Jesus Christ rose bodily from the dead, conquering sin, death, and all the powers of Satan. �e 
resurrection is God’s historical affirmation and vindication of Christ’s unique identity, mission and message.  
Historical evidence of the resurrection is manifest in Christ’s empty tomb, His many resurrection appear-
ances, and in the emergence of the Christian Church.  Jesus Christ now resides at the right hand of the 
Father, and lives to indwell all who recognize their sinfulness, who repent, and who turn their lives over to 
His authority. 

Future �ings
We believe the Lord Jesus Christ will return to this earth, personally, bodily and visibly, to establish His 
glorious reign in a kingdom that will never end.  As the sovereign Lord, He will resurrect and judge all 
humanity.  �ose who have received His offer of life through the Gospel will go to eternal blessings in 
heaven; those who have rejected it, to eternal conscious torment in hell.  We look forward to the blessed 
hope, Christ’s second coming in glory. 

�e Great Commission
We believe Jesus Christ is the only way of salvation. And since Christ has commissioned His people, the 
church, to go into all the world to disciple, to baptize, and to teach everyone everywhere to obey His Word, 
we desire, by His grace, to play our part in reaching the world with the Gospel of Christ. 
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